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PARMA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS PROGRAM 

 

STUDENT/PARENT OVERVIEW 

 
Introduction: 
 

The College Credit Plus Program (CCP) is a program enacted recently through HB 487. This 

program replaces the former Post-Secondary Enrollment Option (PSEO) program offered in the 

past. CCP allows students to earn transcripted college credit for coursework taken at the college 

level while also earning high school credit toward graduation. Students may take these college 

courses at a variety of institutions. These institutions include community colleges, post-

secondary career/vocational technical and/or trade institutions, state universities and many 

private colleges and universities. In addition, college courses taught by professors may be 

offered in your high school. This is an exciting opportunity for students and their families to 

experience college level coursework before leaving high school. This program is offered at NO 

COST to students and families. All textbooks issued by the college are the property of the Parma 

City School District and must be returned to the high school at the conclusion of the course.  

Failure to return the books will result in costs assessed to the family for the missing textbooks.  

The purpose of the program is to promote rigorous academic pursuits and to provide a wider 

variety of education options to focused and disciplined students. 

 

The Program: 

 

1. You may enroll in post-secondary courses under the CCP program if you are currently 

enrolled in grades 7 – 12. 

 

2. Students must take an entrance exam or have a qualifying ACT/SAT score in order to be 

admitted to the college. Entrance requirements are set by the individual colleges and 

universities. 

 

3. Students will earn transcripted college credit as well as high school credit for courses that the 

student successfully completes. Grades will be reported directly from the college for courses 

taken at the college campus and will be subject to the college grading policies. For college 

courses taught on the high school campus by the high school teachers, end-of-course grades 

will be reported through the high school online gradebook that is accessible to parents. 
 

4. All tuition and book expenses are paid by the school district for courses that are completed 

successfully.  The textbooks are the property of the Parma City School District and must be 

returned at the conclusion of the course.  Failure to return the books will result in costs 

assessed to the family for the missing textbooks. 
 

5. If a student fails a course or withdraws from a course after the deadline, that student is 

responsible for all tuition and book costs. This is a very important consideration when 

deciding what direction a student/family is going to pursue. 

 

6. No room and board or transportation is provided by the district. 



7. By March 1 each year, your school district will provide you and your parents with general 

information about the program. 

 

8. You and your parents should ask the counseling department at your high school for 

counseling assistance pertaining to the advisability of taking part in the CCP Program. 

 

9. By March 31, you must notify your high school if you intend to participate in the CCP 

Program during the following school year. The necessary forms are located in the school 

counselor offices.  If, for some reason, you change your decision about participating in the 

program after March 31, you should notify your high school immediately.  You and your 

parents must sign the Parma City School District College Credit Plus Program Intent to 

Participate form indicating that you received information about the program and are aware of 

your responsibilities regarding the program.  If you are eighteen or older, your signature will 

be required.  This form must be signed and returned to your high school counselor by 

March 31 or you may not be eligible to participate in the CCP Program. 
 

10. You must be admitted by an eligible post-secondary institution.  The post-secondary 

institution you want to attend may have special entrance requirements you must meet before 

you can take courses there.  It is the student’s responsibility to contact the post-secondary 

school for admissions criteria and procedures. 

 

11. Courses may be taken at both the high school and the post-secondary school.   However, the 

combination of credits at both schools cannot exceed 30 semester hours per year. One high 

school credit is equal to 3 college semester hours under this new law.  

 

12.  If you are using this course for high school credit, you MUST take and pass the 

corresponding PARCC exam even if you are taking the class on a college campus. 

 

13.  Communicate with your counselor! Make sure you discuss: 

 Classes required for graduation 

 Authorization to Attend forms 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This guide should help answer most, if not all, of your questions about the College Credit Plus 

Program.   Think carefully about the advantages/challenges of participation in this program.  

Talk it over with your parents.  If you have additional questions, please see your school 

counselor. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROGRAM ADVANTAGES 

 

1. You have the opportunity to take courses that may not be offered by your high school. 

2. You have a chance to experience college level work and college level life prior to making a 

final decision about a post-secondary education. 

3. You can take classes that academically challenge you or that cover areas of particular interest 

to you. 

4. You can take college courses and receive both high school and college credits. 

5. You can reduce the cost of a post-secondary education. College courses taken under this 

program are free to the student including the cost of books! This can save families a 

considerable amount of money in the future.  

 

 

PROGRAM CHALLENGES 

 

1. You will have increased responsibility for learning.  No one will be looking over your 

shoulder.  You must be disciplined relative to attending classes, doing homework 

assignments, projects, research papers, etc.  

2. Participation in the program may decrease the time you have available for part-time 

employment. 

3. You may have reduced opportunities or time for participation in high school activities 

(athletics, clubs, music, drama, etc.). 

4. You will need to plan for the increased time needed to travel to and from the post-secondary 

institution. This could impact the ability to take some desired coursework at either the 

college or high school level.   

5. You may need increased time for studying. 

6. There is no guarantee that you will get the college courses that you want. 

7. Your high school may not be able to rearrange your class schedule to accommodate you 

relative to the time a college class you may want to take is offered. 

8. You may experience some social adjustment in your association with older students. 

9. You may not be allowed to withdraw from a course once you have enrolled in it.  

10. If you FAIL a college course, it may affect credits/requirements you need to graduate from 

high school. 

11. If you FAIL a course, you may be financially responsible for the cost of tuition for that 

course. 

12. If a student is withdrawn from a course due to extenuating circumstances approved by 

administration, counselor, and the college professor or fails a course(s), his/her 

parents/guardians, not the district, must pay all costs of tuition, books, materials, and fees. 

This could impact your ability to enroll in the course at the high school level as seats may not 

be available. 

13. Some colleges require that a student must earn a C or better before being allowed to take the 

next course.  This may affect your graduation timeline. 

14. If you fail to turn in your textbooks to the high school at the conclusion of the course, you 

will be financially responsible for the cost of the books which will be added to your school 

fees. 

 

 

 

 



TIMELINE 

 

1. Discuss options with parents. 

2. If you have further questions, discuss pros and cons with your counselor. 

3. Complete INTENT TO PARTICIPATE form. 

 MUST be signed and on file with school counselor by March 31st (this is a state law). 

4. Register for classes with your school counselor for the following year. 

5. Contact the post-secondary institution of interest. Remember, you must meet the entrance 

requirements of the college where you wish to enroll before taking any coursework under this 

program. 

 

 

DECISION 

 

Before you decide to participate in the program, you and your parents should consider the 

following points: 

 

1. Future Plans:  If you plan well, this program can assist you in making future education and 

career decisions in exploring post-secondary education opportunities. You could even earn an 

Associate’s Degree while still in high school! 

2. High School Graduation:  Even if you participate in this program, you must still meet your 

high school graduation requirements in order to earn a high school diploma.  Review the 

requirements and your academic standing with your high school counselor.  Make sure that 

the number and types of college courses that you take will meet high school graduation 

requirements. 

3. Scheduling:  Participation in this program on a part-time basis means that you must schedule 

classes at both your high school and at the post-secondary institution.  College schedules and 

vacation times usually are different from high school schedules.  Sometimes it may be 

difficult or impossible to take the courses you want at both schools because of scheduling 

conflicts. 

4. College Level Work:  You will most likely find college level classes to be more accelerated 

and academically challenging than high school courses.  You need to be able to work without 

supervision and have self-discipline both academically and socially.  Be sure that you are 

ready for these responsibilities. Earning a grade below a C may result in needing to repeat 

the course at the college level. 

5. Transportation: If you attend classes at both a high school and post-secondary institution, you 

need to think about transportation between the two schools.  Be sure you can make 

arrangements to get to classes on time at both schools. 

 Currently, any student enrolled at either CSU or Tri-C is eligible for an RTA U-

Pass.  This allows a student to have unlimited access to the bus at no cost to the 

student.  

6. Extracurricular Activities:  If you take part in the College Credit Plus Program, you may not 

be in your high school full time.  It may be more difficult for you to participate in some high 

school activities or receive information about high school activities as a result of your 

enrollment in post-secondary courses.  

 

 

 

 



PARMA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT  

COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS PROGRAM (CCP) 

INTENT TO PARTICIPATE FORM 

 

 

We,            (parent/guardian)  

 

and           (student) intend to  

 

participate in the College Credit Plus Program during the 2017/2018 school year. 

 

We recognize that the responsibilities inherent in participation in this program include, but are 

not necessarily limited to, the following: 

 

 Sign and return the “Intent to Participate” form by March 31st. 

 Contact and/or visit post-secondary institutions to learn about their enrollment 

criteria. 

 Apply to colleges/universities and gain admission to a school. 

 Meet with your counselor to discuss selection of high school/college classes. 

 Be aware of the financial responsibilities. 

 

We choose the post-secondary school:  __________________________________. 

 

We, the undersigned, have been provided with information concerning the advantages, as well as 

the possible risks and consequences, of participating in the College Credit Plus Program (CCP). 

The Parma City School District has provided us with general information about the following 

aspects of the CCP Program: 

 

 Program eligibility 

 Financial arrangements and obligations, including textbook return policy 

 Scheduling arrangements and possible problems 

 Consequences of failing or not completing a course, including not being able to 

withdraw from a course unless there are extenuating circumstances approved by 

administration, counselor, and dean of college or designee 

 Effect of college grades on both high school grade point average and class rank 

 Responsibility of student for keeping current with what is happening at the high 

school 

 

We, the undersigned, understand the responsibilities we must assume if a decision is made to 

participate in the post-secondary enrollment program.        

 

______________________________________       ____________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian               Date  

 

 

______________________________________       ____________________________________ 

Student                Date  

 


